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1 H A flattered myſelf, that the genuine Proceed- 
ings of the late Court Martial. would have been 
publiſhed, but it ſeems they have been thought too 
voluminous ; and as many partial, mutilated, and 
miſtated Accounts have been induſtriouſly circulated 
in the News-papers, and in other Publications, I hope 
the few Obſervations now offered to the Public, 


will ſet many Facts i in a very different Light. No 
Paper War i is intended. TE 


WILLIAM DRAPER. 
March 10, s. 
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THESE OBSERVATIONS. WERE READ IN COURT, 
BUT OMITTED BY Ma. GURNEY. 
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S it is ; impoſſible. to follow Licutanant t-general. Murray 
through all the n mazes * the. .paper labyrinth in 


2441 fil + - 4. Jeg. 2 113; 


which he has incloſed bimſelf, pe ſhall not attempt it; but 
muſt beg | leave to obſerve, that 3 in various parts of his Defence, 


he has laboured hard to, imp pute to my V private malice atd re- 
» 44 ># 4 = #264 103 £2577 $3119 33 500 Voll 
ſentment,. what. I think due to pul blic Juſtice ; - It is 3 
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to the Court, on which of theſe indatiens "the "matter 
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B 1 ſtands. 


* ow. - 


1 


ne T be Court ling it in in evidence, that i in \ Novem- 
ber, 1781, I informed General Murray, by Captain Don, 
that I would certainly bring him to a General Court-martial, N 
for his order of the 15th of October, as being deſtructive to 
the public ſervice, as well as moſt 1 injurious and diſgraceful to 
my own character as a general officer. In General Murray's 
anſwer, produced in Court, he challenged me to inveſtigate 
his whole conduct from the time of my artival: in conſe- 
quence of this defiance, I have given my reaſons why I 
thought his conduct bad, and the event worſe ; the Court 


will remember, that I have given due praiſe whenever he de- 
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ſerved it. The manner in which I have carried on the pro- 
ſecution, muſt convince the Court, that I have been a candid, 
open adverſary. My patience at many unbecoming expreſ- 
ſions of his, is an inſtance that much allowance has been 
made for the ſituation wherein he ſtands before the Court; 
has not the credibility of my witneſſes been attacked in a 
moſt improper and indecent manner ? Captain ne, has not 
| had any opportunity of ſaying a word in his own defence; 


yet even this treatment has not forced any  recrimination | 
from me on General Murray 8 evidences; 1 muſt own, they 
have now and then greatly aſtoniſhed me; it was difficult to 
command my muſcles on ſome occaſions: : T have dwelt long 
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upon this topic of malice, becauſe I think, that could a malicious 


proſecution, be proved againſt me, I ought with great juſtice 
to forfeit all pretenſions to a military name ; but General Mur- 


ray well knows, that malice makes uſe of indirect means 
of vengeance; malice commonly aſſaſſinates men of charac- 
ter, by anonymous publications, by private letters, and by 
vile emiſſaries i in coffee-houſes; malice is not always conten- 
ted with this, but will even report thoſe as mad men who have 
proved to be in their ſound ſenſes: this laſt ſhaft has been level- 


led at me but it has not hit me: no one has denied General N 


Murray his claim to long experience in war, but it is unlucky, 


that ſuch experience, ſhould ſink under the moſt notorious 


imprudence ; ; for could any prudence dwell i in that garriſon, 


where not an officer per company remained with the troops, 
in a time of war, and expected hoſtilities ! ? and what is 


the apology for this want of due preparation? a miſera- 


ble excuſe,. that no barracks or quarters were ready and con- 
venient to receive even theſe few officers ; ; at this very time, 
large ſums of money were expending out of the fortreſs, on 
barracks that were ſure to be abandoned on the firſt mo- 
ment of an attack. The General's experience had pointed 
out the facility of a ſurprize, and the very places where the 


enemy ought to land in order to ede it; but careleſs i impru- | 
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not withdrawn them in proper time. General Murray, 


his emillaries produce - A ſingle inſtance in either, where his 


To Ire orange 


ever he would condeſcend to aſk my opinion, I gave it 
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| that 1 adviſed him to blow up the Marlborough ; what does 
e * $$ FL 
the letter tell him? that Nach. a 2 may be neceſſary in ſome 
Inii NT. 21 | do. 
ten days time. | He alſo takes advantage' of a certain ſpecu- 
0. 10 
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dence. faffered the enemy to land there ; to > Turprite him at 
noon- day, and cut off all his out. -poſts, becauſe he had 


has alſo, taken great pains to make the Court and the 
142. 


public believe, that the cauſe of our difſenſion originated 


from me: 1 have ſerved in three great wars ; ; let him or 


10 — 


moderation : : General Murray, if he will riſk the parallel, 


2 441 


and will venture to put it 


may ſoon haye it drawn; 
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into th the hands of thoſe who hee "moſt attached to him. 
) 34% : - +4 O80, 21 


Even alter the inſults and diſgrace I had ſuffered, when 


ace SJ. 1 MET Vi 
him honeſt] ly, and in writing ; what was the conſequence? 


c+ 1B 
he has endeavoured to bring one of 1 my letters as evidence, 


lative paper, put by me confidentially | into the hands of 
General Pringle, and never meant for General Murray's or 
any public eye, to tell his 'garrifon, that * was of opinion, 
he nud Capitulate fosher chan he did: even admitting that 
paper to e formed "the fäbflance of my oficial opinions, 


which 
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which, however, had not been confulted by General Murray 


on this head; by what ingenuity can they be tortured inte a 
conſtruction ſo very foreign to my meaning, and ſo repugnant 
to the whole courſe of my conduct? beſides, has Lieutenant- 
general Murray forgot, that in Captain Lawſon's preſence, I 
offered to go with him to the altar, take the ſacrament, and an 
oath to abide that laſt extremity of a ſiege, a general ſtorm ? 
I declare this upon my oath; I faid alſo that we ſaved Ma- 
dras in the late war, by determining not to capitulate ; but 


what was my propoſal ia the paper alluded to? to gain time 


for ſuccour by procuring a ſuſpenſion of arms; and that the 


garriſon might ſtill be of /o-me w/e to the Crown, and not be 
diſgraced by being made prifoners of war ; which event I de- 
clared would take place the moment General Murray made 
that open confeſſion of our weakneſs, by giving up the inner 
covered way. He ſays that humanity obliged him to ſurren- 
der; the mode which I propoſed would have protracted the 
ſiege, and have preſerved his people ; for had the ſuſpenfion 
been agreed to by the enemy, our men, no longer confined to 
the caſemates, would have breathed a purer air, and the duty, 
fatigue, and bloodſhed would have been leſs : but the Court 
has it in evidence from General Pringle, that this paper was 
put into his hands for co-fideration, ſhould : any accident befall 


C me, 


1 


(8.4 
me, as he was next in command ; theſe ideas might ſerve him 
as a guide, upon my death; they might have been his guide 
had General Murray died; they were rather left him as a 
legacy, than an immediate preſent : the Court will judge if 
the uſe which General Murray has attempted to make of them 


has been candid, or generous, 


A 10QGLE H. 


WITH a view to weaken the charge of wilful omiſſion, in 
not deſtroying the offices at Stanhope's Tower, it is pretended 
that the farm, as well as the offices, were too weak to be oc- 
cupied by the enemy, as a place of annoyance to the garriſon, 
and could only ſerve as a ſhelter to the pioneers and their 
tools : allowing this opinion of the chief engineer to be equal 
to poſitive proof of the weakneſs of the place, it makes no- 
thing by way of juſtification ; ſor the advantage derived from 
the partial deſtruction of the place, ought to have ſuggeſted 

the 


6 


the expediency of demoliſhing the , ſo that the General 
has ſtill to ſatisfy the Court upon what reaſonable military 
grounds he was induced to ſacrifice to his own private conve- 
nience an allowed and certain advantage to the public ſer- 
vice. For that the offices which General Murray ſuffered to 
remain at Stanhope's Tower were of great uſe to the enemy, 
may be fairly deduced from the efforts we made to diſlodge 
them, and from their perſeverance to maintain that poſt, 
which concealed their movements, and obſtructed our view 
of them. That this article may not again be diſcuſſed, I will 
examine the whole of it here, General Murray, to apologize 
for the miſapplication of the public money and workmen, 
tells us, they were always employed at Stanhope's Tower, at 
the expence of Government ; this reaſon might be juſt whilſt 
the Houſe exiſted, but when it was demoliſhed, becauſe it 


obſtructed his view of an enemy, what pretence could there 


be for their further employment, but his own emolument ? for 
Captain Townſend has proved, that the offices were preſerved 
for the General's live ſtock ; he ſays, that they obſtructed our 
view, and gave cover to the enemy. He proves that walls 
were built there after the houſe was demolithed ; the work- 
men are mentioned in his returns laid before the Court; of 


4 - courſe 
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the whole of it was highly convenient for the conveyance of 


(SF 


courſe General Murray built when he ought to have demo- 
liſhed, and added freſh interruptions to our view after he 


had pulled down the houſe. 


Aa TICLSE . 


THAT the great road which General Murray repaired 
after he had repeatedly told the garriſon we ſhould be attacked, 
was of great uſe to the enemy, is certain; for Captain Fead 
gave evidence, that he had fired at ſeveral carriages on that 
road, which were moving towards the fortreſs ; he fired 
either by Major Walton's or General Murray's own order, as 
he ſays; beſides, is it likely that the enemy would not make 
uſe of a good road in all that long way from Mahon, where 


they were covered from our view? in the night particularly, 


all their ordnance and ftores up to our eſplanade ; the repair 
of 


1 | 
of this road was certainly injudicious and ill timed; if it were 
only in perverting the labour of active men to unneceſſary 
purpoſes. NY 


ARTICLE IV. 


FROM the time which General Murray owns he had in- 
telligence from the Miniſter, and others, that the Spaniards 


would probably attack him, he might, and ought to have 
had his whole force collected in the fortreſs, by which he 
would have ſuffered no loſs or diſgrace. From the 14th, when 


the advice came, to the 1 9th, there was full time to have faved 
every thing, or at the worſt to have deſtroyed ſuch ſtores as 
fell into the enemy 8 hands by this capital neglect. — General 
Murray tells Government, through Sir Horace Mann, chat 
he had long expected the enemy; it was either true, or not; 4 

if true, where is his excuſe? if not, why did he deceive the 


State by falſe information | ? l ſaw the letter containing the ad- 
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60 
vice and warning given by the Miniſter, but thought it had 


been Sir Horace Mann's diſpateh, and not Lord Hillſbo- 


rough's. 


ARTICLE . 


GENERAL. a: is pleaſed to a7. that every 18 on 
float was under the command of Captain Lawſon: admit it; 
but then I contend that all the naval ſtores, which ought. to 
have been burnt, were on ſhore, and within the Genera]' 8 
orders, as commanding there ; it has been proved, that the vaſt 
magazine of beef, which fell into the enemy 5 hands, belonged 


to the garriſon; of courſe could not be conſidered as naval, 


or have any relation to Lord Barrington 5 letter ; ; Was any 
order given, to burn that great ſupply to the enemy? Mr. 
Harris has valued the naval ſtores. leſt in the yard at twenty 
thouſand pounds, a ſum not ſo iaconſiderable as to leſſen the 


charge of omiſſion, which General Murray readily admits 10 


hate 


( 11 )) 1 5 

have been improper. General Murray made no ſcruple to take 
away Captain Lawſon's command upon occaſions of leſs im- 
portance; why then not exert this power, when, ſo. much was 
at ſtake? On the ad of November, 178 1, he took Captain 
Lawſon' 8. command. from him % Vo boat to be fent out of 
the garriſon without the Governor's orders!” Captain Lawſon 
remonſtrated, in vain. As.to General Murray 8. plans andi pa- 
pers falling into the enemy's hands, as ſet forth in the charge, 
I aver that I had the account from | the enemy; s. officer 8, and 
believed it, true; for what intereſt, could they have to: deceive 
me? I muſt now believe it true in part, becauſe, General 
Pringle, as hoſtage, travelled into Spain with the engineer, 
who carried ſeveral maps and plans to Madrid; he told Ge- 
neral Pringle. that one was found in General Murray's houſe; 
and commended the. neatneſs of the drawing. I did not bring 
this circumſtance into evidence, becauſe it was hearſay... Lieu: 
tenant Botticher; General Murray's Aid-de- camp, ſwears that 
he carried all his plans into the fort, and that none were left, 
General Murray told the Court that his plans were never out 
of his poſſeſſion; what follows? the next day the Court is 
informed by General Murray, that two of his plans were car- 
ried away in the Hurry to Leghorn by the ladies: is it im- 
poſſible that theſe plans were recovered, from the enemy, 
3 I when 
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when their uſe was over, and then catried to Leghorn! Ad- 


mitting General Murray's account, it proves the very precipi- 
tate confuſion which was the conſequence of the ſurprize we 
were diſgraced by. No one diſputes the orderly march of 


the troops into the fortreſs ;* but the loſs of their baggage, 


and the haſte with which they retired from Mahon, will 


juſtify the charge of a retreat with great confuſion, loſs, 


and difgrace. The delinqueney of the Minorquins mentioned, 
is eaſily accounted for, when the exactions and other violences 
committed upon them are conſidered. ann ey not love 
their erg | e ROY | | 


As the bib, * and 8th articles have been ſo fully diſcuffed 
before the Court, I ſhall only ſay on the firſt, that it has been 
proved that ſeveral days elapſed when little or no fire was kept 
up upon the enemy's ſap; it is owned, that the Barbett 
battery might have been demoliſhed, had General Murray 
thought proper. It has been proved, that opportunities of 
annoying the enemy were loſt by the order of the 15th 


of October; I therefore come to the gth article, Tt muſt 


occur to every member of the Court how induſtriouſly Ge- 
neral Murray has avaided to call any profeflional man. of 
the navy to ene the propriety of ſinking the Minorca 
* | frigate. 


1 : 


frigate. He appeals to a letter wrote to the Commiſſioners 
of the Navy by the Captain, ſince deceaſed : does the letter 
prove that Captain Lawſon was of opinion the ſhip ought 
to have been ſunk? or that he adviſed the meaſure? The 
letter ſays, it was done upon the repeated remonſtrances of 
General Murray, and with much regret. A veſſel valued 
at fifteen thouſand pounds is ſunk to gain thirty hands to 
the garriſon : they were dear recruits. ' The General Murray 
privateer could have been navigated by ten hands only. 
Had the Governor diſpatched theſe veſſels for Gibraltar, we 
were ſure (if they were not taken,) to have had a ſupply of 
men, becauſe it was General Eliott's intereſt to have ſęnt 
them; for he could not be attacked until our fate was 
determined; as long as we held out, the ſiege of Gibraltar 
could not be undertaken ; General Eliott took eleven hun- 
dren men from me, which were under my- command, and 
deſigned for our garriſon : he could not have denied. us a part 
of them upen ſo paſt a requiſition. 
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ARTICLE I, (Letter B.) 
THERE are many officers, of great military name and 
experience, in this Court, if in their warfare, or reading they 
have ever met with ſuch; orders as I have objected to, I 
ſhall think my objections are of little weiglit. Prudent Ge- 
nerals conceal as much as poſſible the formidable power of 
the enemy; they do not aggravate the force of his attack; 
they do not tell a. moſt numerous and brave band of artilleriſts 
that little or no dependance is to be had upon their efforts 
for the defence of the place: does this new ſyſtem of elo- 
quence. inſpire valour or confidence? or does it tend to 
indifference or diſmay? General Murray complains that the 
orders were garbled ; ---.L meant to point out the moſt excep- 
tionable parts only. 


A vaſt expenditure of ammunition has been produced 
before the Court, to prove the vigour and vivacity of our 
fire; but no diſtinction is made between the quantity uſed 
by day, and that conſumed and waſted by night: it was 
our filence by day which I complain of; the glaring fallacy 

3 | . 


1 
of the conſumption on the laſt night of the ſiege muſt ſtrike 
every man. A Captain of Artillery informed the Court, 
that three thouſand rounds were fired on the night of the 
za of February, when the capitulation had been agreed 
upon. General Murray tells the Court, it was to impoſe 
upon the enemy, and gain better terms, by ſhewing them 
we had no want of ammunition. The Court knows the 
terms he obtained. Three thouſand five hundred bartels of 


powder certainly proved our m abundance on our ſur- 
render. 


ARTICLE i. 


| General Murray, from his conduct, objected to by this 
article, again reverſed all military rules ; i his eccentric genius | 


prompts him to maintain a very extenſive outline of circum- 
ference with a feeble garriſon, and give up. the inner line, 
which could have been defended with fewer hands ; ; It con- 


veyed a  confelfion of weakneſs ; in more ſenſes than one. 


ARTICLES 
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ARTICLES III. IV. and V. 


GENERAL Murray admits the two firſt articles to be juſtly 


Rated, but objects to the criminality : the Court will decide 


upon it. As the fickneſs of the garriſon is made a plea 


for all imputed errors, much certainly turns upon this point. 
If the officers who. have been examined, have proved, that 
the ſtrength of their regiments greatly exceeded the number 


ftated in General Murray's return to Government, is there 
not great reaſon to ſuſpe&t it was done to palliate his ſur- 
render? To ſave his General, his benefactor, and uncle, 
Captain Don boldly ſteps forth, avows a falſe return, which 
he had not time to correct in fiſteen days time: he gives this 
falſe return to the Secretary of State: he is aſked if he 
acquainted him with the miſtake: he anſwers, No. The 
General's letter to Government ſays, There marched out 


ſix hundred decrepid ſoldiers, and two hundred marines, and 


one hundred and twenty artillery ; ” but officers and ſer- 
jeants included, the whole ftrength is upwards | of fitteen- 


hundred men. ; General Murray owned in Court, that he 
did not care to ſwell the enemy's triumph by an appear- 


1 ance 


N 
rance of ftrength ; but he labours hard to raiſe compaſſion 
at home, by an appearance of weakneſs, He makes even 
the enenty's hutchers weep afiour"thiſerfi Iflis actale Bf wed = 
dreſſed up for old women and children. General Pringle | 
has proved the verbal intimation given to march the corps 
out weak. 18 

TOUGH OO AAN JATTHASD 
General Murray ſays, NY the ſurrender had the ſanction 
of the Council of War; but Colonel Brewſe has proved, 
that freedom of debate was not allowed, and that he was 
abuſed by General Murray. General pringle has proved, that 
the Governor prevented fim"fom Tpeaking to another officer 
upon ſome point in queſtion; and what is moſt ſingular, 


General Murray tells the officers, an opinion, before 
he has taken theirs Was. thi not. done to awe and; influence 
the members? 5 
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GENERAL MURRAY'S CONDUCT 


AFTER THE SIEGE. 


110 


0 WIEN General Murray had t to the 1 
he ſuffered the enemy to take poſſeſſion of fome out-works, 
without taking any hoſtages for the ſecurity of his garriſon. 
General Murray is Truſtee for the Public; yet he truſts to 
the enemy's honour, and lets their officers go out, when their 
troops marched into the out-works aſſigned to them; but 
what reaſon had General Murray to pay ſuch a compliment 
to the honour of the Duke de Crilloa? who had attacked 
bis in ſo violent a manner, as to have oſſered him a bribe 
to betray his King and Country. The Duke de Crillon 


I {A refuſed 


(6) A 
refuſed to take General Murray's word for the retutn of the 


tranſports, but inffed upon hoſtages, which were granted 
by the laft article of the capitulation ; General Murray attemp- 


ted to make the Court believe this article was made at a diffe- 


rent point of time from the reft; the date of the article proved 


the contrary: the Governor, to convince the world of the 
meekneſs of his temper, and his public ſpirit, lived at the 
houſe and table of the Duke de Crillon, who demanded the 
military cheſt; General Murray denjed the poſſeſſion, ſo ſaved 
it for the good of his country. 


The various articles of the expenditure of the public 
money have been proved: the Court will | judge of the ne- 
ceſlity. | | 
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As to the article of e e has OY that 
Mrs. Murray had a ſhare in one; he was under edverture, 
therefore, whether that ſhare ſtood ihn General Murruy's 
or her name the fact is is the ſame. The Court has ſeen 
through the motive for. introducing the names of my daugli- 
ters as having ſhares in the General Murray privateer ; it has 
been proved that I had no concern in it, either directly or 
indirectly, but can that Governor be ſaid to have no concerns 


in 


(200 
in privateers fitted out by him with government ſtores ad 
men, when he exacts e! duties upon nll II prize goods? b 
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A ee (Letter E.) 


...GENERAL Murray is proved, tohave raiſed the value of the 
guinea. to two piſtareens more. than it was in his predeceſſor”: 8 
time. The objections made to this meaſure, are ſo well 
ſet forth by the inhabitants in their remonſtrances againſt it, 
which have been read to the Court, that it will preyent me 
from ſaying much upon the ſubject. It was arbitrary and 
injurious; General Murray tells the Court he had no intereſt. 
or advantage from it; if a guinea is received at one and 
twenty ſhillings, and iſſued at twenty- four, is there not a. 


profit? 


ARTICLE 


© ( ar ) 
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GENERAL Murray avails himſelf the auplicity of his character 
to palliate the exactions of duties impoſed upon all auctions? 
he does not take as a Governor, but as Vice admiral. Is he 
not Governor, when he exacts five per cent. upon all houſe- 
hold goods? He tells us, that he put none of the money 
into his pocket; do goſpel, law, or equity, authoriſe the 
pillage of one man, in order to give to another, under 


the cloak of charity? It is ſaid to cover a multitude of 
ſins. 
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greatly exaſperated : at Ri their fire and fd 3 arms towns 
from them. They were in ſuch a ferment, that General 


"Af G 5 Murray 


( 22 ) 

Murray defired me to pen an apology for him, in which I 
excuſed his conduct as well as I could; but too many 
wanton exceſſes had been committed; they complained to 
Government in conſequence; they did more, they applied 
to the Spaniſh cburt, for protection, and invited their 
deſcent; à moderation of conduct would have prevented 
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GENERAL Murray made ſolemn aſſeverations to the Court, 


that he never ſtruck any of the Spaniſh priſoners. He ſaid 
that a crue/ man could not be a brave man; the officer of 
the guard, Captain Pollock, proved the fact of ſtriking them. 
The Court muſt remember, thet 1 offered to withdraw this 
article of charge. 


ARTICLE 
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GENERAL. Murray deſired the Court to inſert in the minutes, 
that as Governor, he had a right to confine Goya, on ſuſ- 
picion: that right being admitted, had not the poer man a 
right to a trial? Tt is proved that he had none. Ought not 
the Governor to have brought him to juſtice if guilty, or to 
have abſolved him if innocent? the Governor did neither, the 
man deſtroyed himſelf from deſpair. Captain Townſhend 


gave him a very good character. 


I cannot but rejoice, "that General Murray has laid apr 
correſpondence | before the Court, becauſe it clearly, proves 
that my private injuries never influenced my public conduct, 
and that I could not have been actuated by malice, for my 
anſwers afford the ſtrongeſt conviction. that I gave him my 
opinion and advice as fairly as if no difference had ſubſiſted 
between us; but when 1 unfortunately deſired him to re- con- 


fider the reſolution of giving up the inner covered- Way, 


which 1 could not approve of; he tells me that he alone 


> 


Was 


(=) 
was reſponſible for the place to his king and country. I do 
not preſume to ſay, that I had an equal command; I knew 
that I was ſubordinate ; but 1 muſt again deny his /e re- 
ſponſfubility, for a very ſtrong reaſon---let us ſuppoſe, for a 
moment, that General Murray had determined to give up 
the place for the bribe which was offered him: ſhould I, as 
Lieutenaut-governor, have ſuffered it upon his plea above- 
mentioned)? Various officers are created in all departments 
to be checks upon each other, and to prevent the depravity 
of human nature; had General Murray proved that I had 
caballed with particular officers, to deprive him of his authority 
he might with juſtice, have ſaid to me, that all my at- 
« tempts to take the command from him would be ineffec- 
« tual. ” The crime I was charged with, was of a capital 
nature; but what was my conduct: I demanded a fair Coun- 
cil of War, to conlider our ſituation he refuſed it, and by 
that refuſal got rid of me. That the order of the 15th of 
October, was intentionally levelled. at me, appears ſtrongly, 
| becauſe two officers acting under me, had that power of firing 
which Gen. Murray denied to a Lieutenant- general. I did not 
remonſtrate when the order was ifued, becauſe I thought the 


: Governor 8 good ſenſe muſt perceive its injuſtice and revoke 
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it accordingly. I was fatally miſtaken ; but I will not trou- 
ble the Court with any more remarks: on my perſoral\/injuries; 
I ſay the leſs, becauſe they are perſonal: I leave the Court 
to decide, if the man who. gives an affront, or he who re- 
ceives it, ſows the ſeeds of diſſention in a garriſon; is the 
aggreſſor or ſufferer moſt to blame? The rer will decide 
if I had juſt cauſe for comhflalnt, and reaſol td feek redreſs. (1 

As his Majefty's commands pointed out the mode, I ſub- 


mitted with that humility and _ whictr, his wifdem con 
vinced me to be right. 
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G IVING REASONS; BOR- AND AGAINST. THE 
SURRENDER OF FORT Sr. PHILIP, 


A b 1. 


THOUGHTS ON OUR PRESENT SITUATION. 


O proſpect of ſuccour has been held out to us from 

home, although the Miniſtry knew in Auguſt laſt 
that the Spaniards intended the attack. It is a fair quay 
preſumption, that we wet 
ſelves. 


Feſources but from our- 


1 | Theſe 


E 0 

Theſe reſources are a very weak garriſon, but a very 
numerous artillery, over which the enemy has gained a de- 
cided ſuperiority from opinion as well as fact; what is now 
to be done? our mines are to defend us, but will our 
ememies give them and us fair play? I judge not; for as 
they have already filenced our upper defences, and ruined | 
many of them, they may riſk a coup de main and general 
aſſault, upon more reaſonable grounds than they did in the 
laſt ſiege, when the garriſon was much more numerous than 
at preſent. If they ſucceed in carrying the out-works andy, 
I preſume the ſame terms may be expected as were given to 
General Blakeny; if they do more, I ſuppoſe we ſhalt be pri- 
ſoners of war, perhaps at diſcretion. Do our engineers think 
the place can hold out for a month, or longer? if not longer, 
it is immaterial whether a week more or leſs decides our fate, 
as no ſuccours are expected ; if not, ſuppoſe a propoſal were 


made, that if no ſuccours arrive by a given day to be 


named, the place may be ſurrendered upon honourable terms, 
by which the garriſon may be till of ſeme uſe to the 
Crown. o 10 8 | „ e e 
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R EASONS AGAINST A SURRENDER. 


4 F * 10 — the glory of his Majeſty's arms, tarniſhed | 


by various and ; precipitate loſſes elſewhere. 
| To expect the chance of ſuccours by our fleet. 
To wait for: the chance of a negociation by our court. 

To wait for the chance of bad weather, which may retard 
the enemy's progreſs. If any propoſal for a ſurrender comes 
from us, the enemy may think our condition worſe than it 
really is; which offer, therefore muſt. be avoided as long as 
poffible. n 


If the enemy propoſes any terms, it may ariſe from Joſs of 
men, expenditure of ammunition, and a deſpair of taking the 


place, from a dread of our numerous mines, or from informa- 


tion that a relief is now coming to us. All theſe circum- 
ſtances are to be conſidered : they may offer us very advan- 


tageous and honourable terms, to be the ſooner enabled to 


detach part of the force now. before us to the Weſt Indies ; 


therefore 


ah 629 ) 
thereſore a delay on our part may poſſibly be of very great uſe 
to our Weſt-India iſlands, to Gibraltar, or North America, it 


being very probable that the enemy will detach the troops now- 
here for that ſervice, as they are become habituated to fire. 

On the other hand, if the enemy has any poſitive informa- 
tion that no ſuccours will be ſent to us, he may exact, very 
hard conditions, may inſiſt upon the garriſon becoming priſo- 
ners of war, or even priſoners at diſcretion ; but I take it ſor 
granted that ſome folks will wiſh: to ſave their baggage, by 
The 
increaſing ſickneſs of the troops, and decreaſing numbers, 
make it but too probable that no very arduous exertions are to 
be expected from any quarter 215 OT Ms 
are fatally at an end. | 11271 

The enemy's. attack hitherto, has a great appearance of an 


ſurrendering at a time they ſhall judge reaſonable. 


attempt upon our works by a coup de main, after our upper 
defences ſhall have been ſilenced by their furious cannonade 
and bombardment, Ae martin Lov." 

Theſe two Papers were read by x me to General | Irina, 
containing the ideas which had occurred to me on the ſubject, 
and which he was deſired to preſerve in his mind in caſe of 
my death. MES 


W. DRA E R. 
I hls Be, SIR, 


„ * 


I TAKE the liberty to inform you, that I think it abſo- 
lutely neceſſary to load ſome of the mines under the glacis of 
the outward covered way, namely thoſe before the Queen's re- 
doubt, the Kane, and the Anſtruther; for if a general affault 
is expected, what will be ſaid if no one mine is prepared; I 
am of opinion, indeed, that it is a very great chance any 
of the deep mines take effect againſt an enemy ruſhing upon 
the outward covered way, when you have not- five ſoldiers 
to ſtop his progreſs ; but des aliquid fame, many things are 
done in this world for ſound as well as ſenſe; there. is a bare 
poſſibility of their uſe, if loaded; but it will prevent the 
queſtion, why they were 7:07 loaded? and believe me, Sir, there 
will be many queſtions aſked concerning this garriſon, which 
it may be difficult to anſwer in a ſatisfactory manner; ſo libe- 
ravi animam mean. 


Vour's ſincerely, 
17 St, Phil's, | W. DRAPER. 
: Col. Brewſe, Chief Engineer. 


SIR, 


s 1k. 


As it ſeems a general aſfault is apprehended, I think it 


abſolutely neceſſary that all the fougaſſes of the inner covered 
way ſhould be loaded; my reaſon for not wiſhing them loaded 
earlier, was, my fear left the enemy's ſhells might blow. up ſome 
of them, and hurt our own troops in the outward line; but I 
am now of opinion that no time ſhould to be loſt. | 


Fort St. Philip's, W. DRAPER. 
Jan. 13. any rank 12 750 


On the night of the 13th the whole garriſon was under 7 
arms by the Governor's order, expecting an aſſault. 


 Toint Letter from Major- general PrinGL 9 and Lieutenant- 
colonel DR Hacar 70 General „ dated _— 
April 6th, 1783. 


S I R, 


SINCE your Excellency's departure and that of the Britiſh 
garriſon from this iſland, we have heard, with the wimoſt 
indignation, an extraordinary report prevail amongſt the French 
and Spaniſh officers, as well as the inhabitants here, That 
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lation your 8 preferred to it. 


WELL 


if General Murray had followed the opimien- of 17 William 


5 2 Ba and the principal officers of the late gartifon of Fort 


"« $8; 0 Phillip, (of whom we had the Honour to be of the 
ee number) that fort would Rave blen in the poſſeſſion of the 
*r Spaniards fourteen or fifteen days 5 Loonér than the time your 
a nn; thought proper to furrender it to them.. 
As no one knows tlie vontraty of this better than you, Sir, 
we take the liberty to acquaint your Excellency With the report 


and to appeal to you, perſuaded, that if you ſhould Bappen 


to hear it, you will, in ſuſtice to all thoſe gentlemen, j join with 
zus, and. we may ſay with. them alſo, in decigring it to be 


groundleſs, and without foundation, . z 109250 513 "Gs 
They, it is true, and their Report can ſhew it, ſuggeſted 


an idea, which, in their unanimous opinion, might, as Was 


therein expreſſed, have conſiderably prolonged the ſiege, as like- 


wile. probably have obtained tlie moſt hogourable-terms for the 


gatriſon, and the moſt advantageous ſor the Crown; but as 


93 wo » » 


their propoſal was not agreed to, it did not, in any manner 


whatſoever, affect the King's ſervice or the inmediate capitu- 


e 20 ee We have the honour te be, Sir, &. 
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